
Shri Shivaji Shikshan Sanstha Pusad, Sanchalit 

SHRI VITTHAL RUKHMINI ARTS, COMMERCE AND 

SCIENCE COLLEGE, SAWANA 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH  



Asso.Prof. Shaikh Bilal Shaikh Husain 

   Head of the Department  (M.A. English) 

Ass.Professor : Wasekar  

                       (M.A. English , NET) 
Asso.Prof. Pradip P. Jaiswal 

                 (M.A.English , M.Phil) 

Shri Shivaji Shikshan Sanstha Pusad, Sanchalit 

SHRI VITTHAL RUKHMINI ARTS, COMMERCE 

AND SCIENCE COLLEGE, SAWANA 

 

 



Head of the Department  
Asso.Prof. Shaikh Bilal Shaikh Husain 

                                         (M.A. English) 

Ass.Professor : Wasekar  

                                   (M.A. English , NET) 

Asso.Prof. Pradip P. Jaiswal 

                                (M.A.English , M.Phil) 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH  

SHRI VITTHAL RUKHMINI ARTS, COMMERCE AND SCIENCE 

COLLEGE, SAWANA 



Shakespeare’s  

Macbeth 

John Worston, 

Macbeth and Banquo 

Meeting the Witches 
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William Shakespeare 

• Born in April 1564 in Stratford-
on-Avon 
 

• Received a classical education 
including Latin, Greek, history, 
math, astronomy, and music 
 

• Most likely began as an actor 
 

• Wrote 38 plays, including 
comedies, histories, tragedies, 
and romances 

 

• Wrote 4 lengthy poems and a 
sonnet cycle 
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Written by: William Shakespeare 

 

Type of Work: play 

 

Genres: drama; tragedy 

 

First Published: probably around 1605-1606 

 

Setting: Scotland 

 

About Macbeth 

https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/m/macbeth/william-shakespeare-biography


Main Characters 

Macbeth : Macbeth is a Scottish general and the thane of Glamis who is led to 

wicked thoughts by the prophecies of the three witches, especially after their 

prophecy that he will be made thane of Cawdor comes true. Macbeth is a brave 

soldier and a powerful man, but he is not a virtuous one. 

 

Lady Macbeth : Macbeth’s wife, a deeply ambitious woman who lusts for power and 

position. 

 

The Three Witches : Three ―black and midnight hags‖ who plot mischief against 

Macbeth using charms, spells, and prophecies. 

 

Banquo : The brave, noble general whose children, according to the witches’ 

prophecy, will inherit the Scottish throne. 

 

King Duncan : The good King of Scotland whom Macbeth, in his ambition for the 

crown, murders. 

 

Macduff : A Scottish nobleman hostile to Macbeth’s kingship from the start. 

 

https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/m/macbeth/character-map


Main Characters 

Malcolm : The son of Duncan, whose restoration to the throne signals Scotland’s 

return to order following Macbeth’s reign of terror. 

 

Hecate : The goddess of witchcraft, who helps the three witches work their mischief 

on Macbeth. 

 

Fleance : Banquo’s son, who survives Macbeth’s attempt to murder him. At the end 

of the play, 

 

and Ross Lennox : Scottish nobleman. 

 

The Murderers : A group of ruffians conscripted by Macbeth to murder Banquo, 

Fleance (whom they fail to kill), and Macduff’s wife and children. 

Porter : The drunken doorman of Macbeth’s castle. 

 

Lady Macduff : Macduff’s wife. The scene in her castle provides our only glimpse of 

a domestic realm other than that of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth. 

 

Donalbain : Duncan’s son and Malcolm’s younger brother. 

https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/m/macbeth/character-map


Act and Scene 

No. of Act No. of Scene 

Act I Seven 

Act II Four 

Act III Six 

Act IV 

 

Three 

Act V Eleven 



Themes 
Themes are the fundamental and often universal ideas 

explored in a literary work. 

The Corrupting Power of Unchecked Ambition : The main theme of Macbeth—the 

destruction wrought when ambition goes unchecked by moral constraints. 

The Relationship Between Cruelty and Masculinity :Characters 

in Macbeth frequently dwell on issues of gender.  

The Difference Between Kingship and Tyranny :In the play, Duncan is always 

referred to as a ―king,‖ while Macbeth soon becomes known as the ―tyrant.‖ The 

difference between the two types of rulers seems to be expressed in a conversation that 

occurs in Act 4, scene 3, when Macduff meets Malcolm in England. 

Ambition : Although he is encouraged by the Witches, Macbeth’s true downfall is his 

own ambition.  

Guilt : Macbeth’s guilt about murdering his king. 

Children : The loss of children is a complex and intriguing theme in the play. For both 

Macbeth and Banquo, children represent the idea of the continuation of a family line. 



 William Shakespeare's tragedy about power, ambition, deceit, and 

murder, the Three Witches foretell Macbeth's rise to King of Scotland 

but also prophesy that future kings will descend from Banquo, a fellow 

army captain. Prodded by his ambitious wife, Lady Macbeth, he 

murders King Duncan, becomes king, and sends mercenaries to kill 

Banquo and his sons. His attempts to defy the prophesy fail, 

however; Macduff kills Macbeth, and Duncan's son Malcolm becomes 

king. 

In Macbeth 

https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/m/macbeth/william-shakespeare-biography
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beginning Macbeth. . .  

 Trance 

– “look how our partner’s rapt” 

 

 Changed Appearance 

– “why do you make such faces” 

 

 Inability to Pray 

– “ “Amen” stuck in my throat” 

 

 Visions 
– “Is this a dagger I see before 

me?” 

 Disturbed Behaviour 

– “I have a strange infirmity” 

 

 Lack of Fear 
– “I have almost forgot the taste 

of fears” 

 

 Indifference to Life 
– “She should have died 

hereafter” 

 

 Invitations to evil spirits 

– “Come, you spirits” 



 William Shakespeare’s Macbeth 

 The Meanings of 
Macbeth 

 

 Brief examination of the 
historical context of 
Macbeth 

 

 Witches and Witchcraft 
in Macbeth 
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The Many Meanings of Macbeth 

 A historical thriller 

– a fast-moving, action-packed 

murder mystery demonstrating 

that crime doesn’t pay 

 A psychological study of a 

murderer’s mind 

 A play of political and social 

realism 

– how oppressive and 

hierarchical society can corrupt 

individuals 

 A play of illusions 

– the effect of the mysterious or 
supernatural on humans 

 A play of ideas or themes 

– for example, “appearance 
versus reality” 

 A play about gender 

 A tragedy 

– the fall of a great person 

brought about by a fatal flaw in 

their character 
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Historical Context of Macbeth 

 Shakespeare was a playwright, not 

an historian.  However, he knew 

that history provided great material 

for plays:  war, conflict, ambition, 

the downfall of great rulers. 

 Eleventh-Century (1000s) Scotland 

was a violent and troubled country. 

 Feuding families and clans fought 

to control trade and territory. 

 The castle was the power base of 

each rival war-lord (thane). 

 Political murder and revenge 

killings were commonplace. 
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The Real Macbeth 

 The real Macbeth was born in 
1005, the son of a ruling family. 

 

 Macbeth’s father was murdered by 
his cousin. 

 

 Macbeth married the granddaughter 
of the High King of Scotland 
(Gruach) 

Martin, Banquo and Macbeth on the Heath 

SHRI VITTHAL RUKHMINI ARTS, COMMERCE AND SCIENCE 

COLLEGE, SAWANA 



The Real King Duncan and Macbeth 

 Duncan was the king of Scotland at 

the time the real Macbeth was born 

 Duncan was 38 at the time of his 

murder - a murder possibly 

committed by the real Macbeth. 

 Macbeth was elected High King of 

Scotland in 1040. 

 Macbeth ruled Scotland for 17 

years, during which time Scotland 

became comparatively peaceful and 

stable. 

 Duncan’s son, Malcolm, invaded 

Scotland in 1054, supported by 

Edward the Confessor. 

 Macbeth was killed on August 15, 

1057 and buried at Iona, the sacred 

burial place of the Kings of 

Scotland. 
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What’s the take-away? 

 Shakespeare modeled his play after an actual historical 

figure. 

 Some of the plot points are the same. 

 But…the real Macbeth was (almost) universally loved and 

respected; Shakespeare’s Macbeth wasn’t. 
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The Gunpowder Plot of 1605 

 A failed assassination attempt against King James! 

 

 Disgruntled Catholics planned to blow up the House of Lords. 

 

 Guy Fawkes was discovered guarding their horde of explosives in the 

basement of the House of Lords on November 5, 1605. (“Remember, 

remember the 5th of November.”)  

 

 The traitors were sentenced to death, and this day is still celebrated in England 

as Guy Fawkes Day. 

 

 Shakespeare weaves references to the Gunpowder Plot into Macbeth.  Was 

this rebellious? 
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Back to the play… 

 Before the Curtain Opens: 

 When the play begins, there are two wars in progress: 

 

 Civil War in Scotland- King Duncan vs. Macdonwald’s (a thane’s) rebels 

 

 National War - Scotland, led by King Duncan, against invading Norway 
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A Macbeth for King James? 

 King James’ interest in witchcraft 
was well known 

 

 King James visited Oxford in 1605 
and was greeted by three witches 
who hailed him as the descendent 
of Banquo . . . interesting. 

Alexandre-Marie Colin, The Three Witches from 

Macbeth 
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Witches & Witchcraft  

 Witch-mania in the Elizabethan 
era. 

 

 Most people believed in witches!  

 

 Circulating pamphlets containing 
tales of witches and witchcraft 
were the equivalent of today’s 
popular newspapers. 

Henry Fuseli, The Three Witches 
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Study Help Film Versions 

 
Adaptations of Shakespeare's plays and other works have been featured 

in nearly 500 films and/or videos world-wide. 

Maqbool is a 2004 Indian crime drama film directed by Vishal 

Bhardwaj ,an adaptation of the play Macbeth by Shakespeare. 

https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/m/macbeth/william-shakespeare-biography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crime_drama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vishal_Bhardwaj
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shakespeare
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